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visible agency, and assuring to those who sat at its board the choicest
food they could desire.

Interwoven with this theme of the Grail are the pseudo-historic events
of Arthur's career: his mysterious birth, his connexion with the enchanter
Merlin, his wars with the Romans, and his death. To the fact that
Borron has not held the balance equal between his themes but, having
started with the idea of writing a Grail cycle, has allowed himself to be
carried away by the charm of the Arthurian story, is probably to be
ascribed certain incoherences in construction which led scholars for a time
to deny the Borron authorship of the final sections. Regarded from the
point of view of the Grail history there are certainly discrepancies, re-
garded as an Artlmrlan romance the unity of conception between the
Merlin (which is undoubtedly by Borron) and the Perceval is undeniable*
That the final section (the Mort Artus) is founded upon a verse chronicle,
midway between the versions of Wace and Layamon, is beyond dispute*
Another romance, the date of which has been, and still is, a matter of
controversy, the Perlesvaws, most probably followed closely on Borrows
work; the author bases his conception of the Grail upon Borron; he
knew and utilised the Perceval, and was familiar with the group of Gawain
stories to which I have referred above. On the other hand, he does not
know the final romances of the cycle, which, on their side, shew signs of
influence by the Perlesvaus.

While the Grail theme was thus gradually transforming the Arthurian
story, another development, of equal importance for the final form of the
literature, was taking place, namely, the evolution of the Lancelot ele-
ment. As an Arthurian hero Lancelot is of late introduction; he has no
place in the pseudo-historic texts, and his appearance in the poems is
fitful and spasmodic. Thus in the Erec, Yvain, and Cligts of Chretien,
he is a name and no more, and he is not even mentioned in the Perceval.
But in Le Chevalier de la Chamette, which was written before the Perceval,
the whole interest of the poem is centred on his amours with Gucnevere.
In the early years of the thirteenth century the great prose Lancekt
made its appearance. Most probably Lancelot was at first very loosely
connected with the Grail, and the romance of Ferlesmus^ where he shares
the quest with Perceval and Gawain but does not behold the Grail, was
probably the first stage in the process of adopting him into this cycle.
The final step was the construction of the Queste and the invention of
Galahad, through whom Lancelot, though as GueneveiVs lover he could
not aspire himself to the supreme honour of Grail-winner, achieved the
quest vicariously in the person of his son.

In the final evolution of the cycle the Joseph of Borron underwent
expansion and modification, with the view of fitting it to be an intro-
duction alike to the Lancelot and the Que&te. Under the title of Le Grand
Saint Graali or Estoire du Saint Graal^ it became a lengthy record of
miraculous conversions, leading up to the final evangelisation of Britain